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4. Academic Standards 
 
4.1 The Degree of MA/MSc by Research and the Degree of Master of Philosophy 

(MPhil) 
 

The degrees of MA/MSc by Research or the MPhil are awarded to recognise the 
successful completion, under such conditions as are prescribed by Regulations, of a 
supervised programme of individual research, development or design, the results of 
which have been satisfactorily embodied in a thesis (or other presentation as 
defined in Regulation 11), and which: 
 
a) demonstrate an understanding of research methods appropriate to the field of 

study; and 
 
b) demonstrate critical investigation and evaluation of the topic of research. 
 

4.2 The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 
 

The degree of PhD is awarded to recognise the successful completion, under such 
conditions as are prescribed by Regulations, of a supervised programme of 
individual research the results of which have been satisfactorily embodied in a 
thesis (or other presentation as defined in Regulation 1l), and which: 
 
a) demonstrate an understanding of research methods appropriate to the field of 

study; and 
 
b) demonstrate critical investigation and evaluation of the topic of research; and 
 
c) constitute an independent and original contribution to knowledge; and 
 
d) demonstrate the student’s ability to undertake further research without 

supervision. 
 
For variations from the standard research programme see Regulation 11. 

  


