Research Degree Regulations

1. Introduction

1.1

1.2

1.3

These Regulations come into force on 1% October 2012, and their provisions
replace all earlier Research Degree Regulations in force up to that date. These
regulations shall apply to all research degree students still registered at this time
and beyond.

The Regulations prescribe the conditions under which applicants are able to qualify
for the award of the research degrees of Master by Research (MA/MSc), Master of
Philosophy (MPhil) and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) of De Montfort University.

a) students studying for these awards have a legal commitment to all relevant De
Montfort University research degree student Regulations and Procedures;

b) research degree students will only be accepted into an environment that
provides support for doing and learning about research and where high quality
research is occurring;

c) research degree students will be registered in a subject area which has a critical
mass of research activity within it;

d) sufficient facilities for the research project, including library and IT facilities
will be available;

e) the award of the degree will be based on work conducted during a period of
registration under an approved supervisory team, under such conditions as
prescribed by the Regulations (except for students registered under Regulation
11.3).

The Degree of Master of Philosophy (MPhil) and the Degree of MA/MSc by
Research

The degrees of MPhil and MA/MSc by Research are awarded to recognise the
successful completion, under such conditions as are prescribed by Regulations, of a
supervised programme of individual research, the results of which have been
satisfactorily embodied in a thesis (together, under certain circumstances, with
another form of presentation as defined in 1.8 below), and which:

a) demonstrate an understanding of research methods appropriate to the field of
study; and

b) demonstrate critical investigation and evaluation of the topic of research.



1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

The degree of PhD is awarded to recognise the successful completion, under such
conditions as are prescribed by Regulations, of a supervised programme of
individual research, the results of which have been satisfactorily embodied in a
thesis (or other presentation as defined in 1.8 below), and which:

a) demonstrate an understanding of research methods appropriate to the field of
study; and

b) demonstrate critical investigation and evaluation of the topic of research; and
c) constitute an independent and original contribution to knowledge; and

d) demonstrate the student’s ability to undertake further research without
supervision.

Professional Doctorates

A professional doctorate degree is awarded to recognise the successful completion,
under such conditions as are prescribed by Regulations, of a programme of study
which:

a) incorporates a substantial component which focuses upon appropriate research
methods and provides instruction of a specialised vocational nature; and

b) includes a thesis component which demonstrates:

i) an understanding of research methods appropriate to the vocational area of
the named award; and

ii) critical investigation and evaluation of the area of study; and
Iii) originality either in the development or application of knowledge.

Students enrolled at another Institution to study for a research degree are not
eligible for admission, enrolment or registration for a research degree at De
Montfort University, unless their enrolment elsewhere is terminated.

Except where the Research Degrees Committee Faculty Review Panel has allowed
otherwise at registration stage, the thesis must be presented and defended in the
English language. (See Regulation 11.2).

When permitted at the time of registration the thesis may be augmented by the
presentation of work relating to an exhibition, performance or other creative work;
or the submission of published work, together with a substantial commentary.
More detailed Regulations relating to these approaches are given in Regulation 11.



