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Care policies, carers and the ethics of care

Fiona Williams

Fiona’s presentation looked at the demands around care and how policymakers have sought to respond to these.  Four key points informed the discussion with the audience:

1. Claims making and policy – including recognition, representation, redistribution and rights.

2. Sets of relations.

3. Moral orientations.

4. Care as a global issue and the transnational redistribution of care.

During the discussions a number of important and indeed challenging issues were raised, for example:
· What we mean by care and the competing ways in which care needs have been defined; this includes the relational and moral dimensions of care-giving. 
· The links between the increased recognition of carers and carers’ rights to carers’ potential as earners, as well as the tensions this can sometimes create. Members of the audience commented, for example, on the right to paid work becoming an obligation to engage in paid work.  

· The effectiveness of current UK strategies, including carer specific ones such as the National Strategy for Carers, which seek to support carers both in and beyond their caring role. 
· Key principles to inform future policy and practice, including greater recognition, representation and social rights for carers.  The importance of social inclusion, active citizenship and the availability of quality care services were highlighted.

· Issues of ‘voice’ and the need for carers to take an active role in shaping future health and social care policies.

