The MPhil/PhD Transfer Report

The transfer from MPhil to PhD registration occurs at 9 months of the 3-year full-time programme of research, and at 18 months of the 6 year part-time programme of research.  Generally, though not always, it coincides with the stage of research where there has been time to conduct a in-depth literature review of the subject area and where preparatory work for the body of the research work has been undertaken.

The purpose of the Transfer Report is to provide evidence that the work to date forms a solid platform for PhD level work. This involves the coupling of:
*
a timely and relevant issue for research
*
evidence of analytic insight/theoretical development,  and
*
a plan for an investigation that addresses the issues identified. Add to this

*
evidence that work is progressing in an orderly and pre-planned manner  
*
work to be done and original contribution to knowledge
and the case for transfer becomes justified.

As guidance, statements are needed about the following points:

i)
a brief description of the aims and objectives of the research. 
(Aims)

If these have changed since the original registration, outline the developments. 

ii)
a summary of the work already completed (this can include published 
(Work Completed)
papers in conferences or planned published material


Particular attention should be given to how the literature is used to: 


a) detail the theoretical/analytic contribution that the thesis will make
(Theoretical
developments)

b) frame the specific research questions. 
(Empirical Research 
 Questions)
iii)
a description of the proposed research methods to be used .
(Research Methods)


Be precise and explicit and detailed on matters of what, who, when and how.
vi)
the work that needs to be done
 (Work to be Done for 

  PhD)
Bear in mind the criteria for PhD level work; theoretical development, contribution to knowledge, originality and a sound basis for the chosen methodology
NB.  

1.
Be sure to attach a copy of the original Registration form to the Transfer document

2.  Appropriate parts of the Research Methods Training Programme need to have been completed 
before any transfer of registration can be approved.

3.  If ethical approval is required, please remember that this must be sought before the relevant work 
is commenced.
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